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2.6 Orthography 

Evenki is written in the Russian Cyrillic alphabet with the addition of the letter ^ (for the 
velar nasal consonant). Vocalic length is not marked in the written language (although it is 
usually marked in linguistic transcriptions). If /a, a:, a, a:, o, o:, u, u:/ follow the alveo- 
palatals ^, ji, j/, the vowels are written with Cyrillic letters «, e, 6, k) to indicate the 
palatalization of the preceding consonant (which have no Cyrillic correspondents). For 
example, a^JIo Bolo] *stone\ hio gu:] *house'. The phoneme /e:/ is written with one of 
two letters: the letter 3 is used word-initially and after /t/ and /d/, and the letter e elsewhere. 
The phonemes /i, i:/ are written with the letter bi when they follow /t/ and /d/ and in all other 
positions are written h. The bilabial fricative p is written b. Phonemic variants are not 
usually marked in the regular orthography. 
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